
 

 
 
 
Book choices for October/November 2022  
 
We are delighted to introduce you to our next round of recommendations for our Book Club.  
 
We are recommending 2 fiction and 1 non fiction.  If you only read one book we still want to hear 
from you.   
 
Don't forget, you can access these books in paper or hardback copy, on Kindle or other electronic 
device or via Audible if you prefer. We've tried to go for ones that are easily accessible but please 
remember you don't have to read or review all three.  
 
Our choices for this round are: 
 
Non-Fiction 
 
Orchard by Benedict Macdonald  and  Nicholas Gates   
 
Spend a year in an orchard, celebrating its imperilled, overlooked abundance of life. 
England's ancient orchards, collaborations between people and nature, are sources of hope for the 
future. Protecting them promises a far richer England for the centuries to come, for wildlife and for 
us. 
As the seasons turn, a wealth of animals and plants are revealed: Bumble and solitary bees 
apartment-hunting in April; spotted flycatchers migrating in May; redstarts, hedgehogs and owls 
nesting in June; an explosion of life in the summer and the harvest and homespun cider-making in 
the autumn. And all throughout the year, the orchard’s human and animal inhabitants work 
together, creating one of the richest ecosystems left in Britain. 
Explore this unique habitat throughout the course of a year, and marvel at the beauty and strength 
of nature. 
 
Fiction 
 
The Heron’s Cry by Ann Cleeves 
 
North Devon is enjoying a rare hot summer with tourists flocking to its coast-line. Detective 
Matthew Venn is called out to a rural crime scene at the home of a group of artists. What he finds 
is an elaborately staged murder – Dr Nigel Yeo has been fatally stabbed. His daughter, Eve, is a 
glassblower, and the murder weapon is a shard of one of her broken vases. 
 
Dr Yeo seems an unlikely murder victim. He’s a good man, a public servant, beloved by his 
daughter. Matthew is unnerved though to find that Eve is a close friend of Jonathan, his husband. 
 
Then another body is found – killed in a similar way. Matthew finds himself treading carefully 
through the lies that fester at the heart of his community and a case that is dangerously close to 
home . . . 
 
 
 
PTO  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Benedict-Macdonald/e/B0842V42XH/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nicholas-Gates/e/B0884VQBN5/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2


 
 
 
 
 
Mrs England by Stacey Halls 
 
West Yorkshire, 1904. When newly graduated nurse Ruby May takes a position looking after the 
children of Charles and Lilian England, a wealthy couple from a powerful dynasty of mill owners, 
she hopes it will be the fresh start she needs. But as she adapts to life at the isolated Hardcastle 
House, it becomes clear there's something not quite right about the beautiful, mysterious Mrs 
England. 
 
Distant and withdrawn, Lilian shows little interest in her children or charming husband, and is far 
from the 'angel of the house' Ruby was expecting. As the warm, vivacious Charles welcomes Ruby 
into the family, a series of strange events forces her to question everything she thought she knew. 
Ostracised by the servants and feeling increasingly uneasy, Ruby must face her demons in order 
to prevent history from repeating itself. After all, there's no such thing as the perfect family - and 
she should know. 
 
Simmering with slow-burning menace, Mrs England is a portrait of an Edwardian marriage, 
weaving an enthralling story of men and women, power and control, courage, truth and the very 
darkest deception. Set against the atmospheric West Yorkshire landscape, Stacey Halls' third 
novel proves her one of the most exciting and compelling new storytellers of our times. 
 
 
 
If you are not already a member of the book club, you can join by registering your interest with:- 
  
Sherry sherry.smith2@nhs.net or Debbie debbie.arnold4@nhs.net in Central Office or by calling 
them on 01305 361317.  
 
We look forward to receiving your comments back by 18th November and we will publish them soon 
afterwards.  
 
Happy reading!!  
 
Sherry, Debbie and Lucia 
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