
 

 
 

  
Book choices for April/May 2022  
 
We are delighted to introduce you to our next round of recommendations for our Book Club - thanks 
to everyone who has contributed your thoughts and ideas.  
 
Don't forget, you can access these books in paper or hardback copy, on Kindle or other electronic 
device or via Audible if you prefer. We've tried to go for ones that are easily accessible but please 
remember you don't have to read or review all three.  
 
Our choices for this round are:  
 
The Pull of the Stars by Emma Donoghue 
 
"Dublin, 1918: three days in a maternity ward at the height of the Great Flu. A small world of work, 
risk, death and unlooked-for love. In an Ireland doubly ravaged by war and disease, Nurse Julia 
Power works at an understaffed hospital in the city centre, where expectant mothers who have 
come down with the terrible new flu are quarantined. Into Julia’s regimented world step two 
outsiders - Doctor Kathleen Lynn, on the run from the police, and a young volunteer helper, Bridie 
Sweeney. In the darkness and intensity of this tiny ward, over three days, these women change 
each other’s lives in unexpected ways. They lose patients to this baffling pandemic, but they also 
shepherd new life into a fearful world. With tireless tenderness and humanity, carers and mothers 
alike somehow do their impossible work." 
 
Small Pleasures by Clare Chambers  
 
The book was long listed for last year's Women's Prize for Fiction. 
 
"1957, the suburbs of South East London. Jean Swinney is a journalist on a local paper, trapped in 
a life of duty and disappointment from which there is no likelihood of escape. 
When a young woman, Gretchen Tilbury, contacts the paper to claim that her daughter is the result 
of a virgin birth, it is down to Jean to discover whether she is a miracle or a fraud. 
As the investigation turns her quiet life inside out, Jean is suddenly given an unexpected chance at 
friendship, love and – possibly – happiness." 
 
The Life of Stuff by Susannah Walker  
 
This was nominated for the James Tait Black biography prize in 2019. 
 
"Only after her mother's death does Susannah Walker discover how much of a hoarder she had 
become. Over the following months, Susannah has to sort through a dilapidated house filled to the 
brim with rubbish and treasures - filling bag after bag with possessions. But what she's really in 
search of is a woman she'd never really known or understood in life. This is her last chance to piece 
together her mother's story and make sense of their troubled relationship. 
 
"What emerges from the mess of scattered papers, discarded photographs and an extraordinary 
amount of stuff is the history of a sad and fractured family, haunted by dead children, divorce and 
alcohol. The Life of Stuff is a deeply personal exploration of mourning and the shoring up of 
possessions against the losses and grief of life, which also raises universal questions about what 
makes us the people we are." 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Tess Of The D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy 
 
Following on from our Zoom Book Club meeting we decided to add in a classic novel to our 
selection of latest recommendations - and our Central Office team based in Dorset could only 
choose Thomas Hardy! 
 
"When Tess Durbeyfield is driven by family poverty to claim kinship with the wealthy D'Urbervilles 
and seek a portion of their family fortune, meeting her 'cousin' Alec proves to be her downfall. 
A very different man, Angel Clare, seems to offer her love and salvation, but Tess must choose 
whether to reveal her past or remain silent in the hope of a peaceful future. With its sensitive 
depiction of the wronged Tess and powerful criticism of social convention, Tess of the D'Urbervilles 
is one of the most moving and poetic of Hardy's novels."  
 
If you are not already a member of the book club, you can join by registering your interest with:- 
  
Sherry sherry.smith2@nhs.net or Debbie debbie.arnold4@nhs.net in Central Office or by calling 
them on 01305 361317.  
 
We look forward to receiving your comments back by 24th May and we will publish them soon 
afterwards.  
 
Happy reading!!  
 
Sherry, Debbie and Lucia 
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