
 

 

 
 
Book choices for October/November 2021  
 
We are delighted to introduce you to our next round of recommendations for our Book Club - thanks to everyone 
who has contributed your thoughts and ideas. 
 
All feedback is appreciated even if you just want to tell us that our recommendations are not to your taste.  
 
Don't forget, you can access these books in paper or hardback copy, on Kindle or other electronic device or via 
Audible if you prefer. We've tried to go for ones that are easily accessible but please remember you don't have 
to read or review all three.  
 
The first suggestion is our non-fiction choice: 
 
The Road to Wigan Pier – George Orwell 
 
In the mid-1930s, George Orwell was given an assignment from his publisher – to write a book about 
unemployment and social conditions in the economically depressed north of England. Revolutionary for its time, 
The Road to Wigan Pier documents Orwell’s stint in towns likes Barnsley, Sheffield and Wigan in 1936, where 
he met and observed working-class people living in the bleak industrial heartlands of Yorkshire and Lancashire. 
 
Orwell graphically and emphatically describes the hardships of ordinary people living in cramped slum housing, 
working in dangerous mines and growing hungry through malnutrition and social injustice. It is an honest, 
gripping and humane study that also looks at socialism as a solution to the problems facing working-class 
northerners – something many readers at the time were uncomfortable discussing. 
 
The Road to Wigan Pier cemented ideas that would be found in Orwell's later works, and remains a powerful 
portrait of poverty, injustice and class divisions in Britain to this day. 
 
Our first novel has mixed reviews so please let us know what you thought of it: 
 
The Street Party – Claire Seeber 
 
An unputdownable, gripping domestic psychological novel! 
 
“The party was supposed to be the highlight of the summer. If only I’d known that night would destroy our lives... 
 
All the neighbours were laughing, drinking out of plastic glasses and getting along. I almost felt happy. Almost 
forgot about the terrible argument earlier and the sinister messages I’d been receiving from a strange address 
all week, threatening to expose the lies behind my perfect life. 
 
As we finished with the red and gold fireworks and welcomed everyone back to our house, I believed that 
everything would be okay. 
 
But I didn’t know who I was inviting in. 
 
I never could have imagined what would happen here, in our home, after I’d gone up to bed. 
 
Everyone saw something different. 
 
It’s my daughter’s word against the story the boy from down the road is telling. But how can I find out what really 
happened that night without everyone finding out the truth about me?” 
  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Our final choice for this month is the riveting first book in a brand new thriller series by the Queen of Crime 
Drama. 
 
Buried by Lynda La Plante 
 
DC Jack Warr and his girlfriend Maggie have just moved to London to start a new life together. Though 
charming, Jack can't seem to find his place in the world - until he's drawn into an investigation that turns his life 
upside down. 
 
In the aftermath of a fire at an isolated cottage, a badly charred body is discovered, along with the burnt remains 
of millions of stolen, untraceable bank notes. 
 
Jack's search leads him deep into a murky criminal underworld - a world he finds himself surprisingly good at 
navigating. But as the line of the law becomes blurred, how far will Jack go to find the answers - and what will it 
cost him? 
 
If you are not already a member of the book club, you can join by registering your interest with:- 
  
Sherry sherry.smith2@nhs.net or Debbie debbie.arnold4@nhs.net in Central Office or by calling them on  
01305 361317.  
 
We look forward to receiving your comments back by 15th November and we will publish them soon afterwards.  
 
Happy reading!!  
 
Sherry, Debbie and Lucia 
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